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Kingdom of Ecstasy together, rapt in that mystic bliss
of which Jayadeva sang so exquisitely in his Gita
Govinda, Nammalwar in his Tiruvaimolif and St. John
of the Cross in his Spiritual Canticle.

42. The Hymn of Narada

1. Hail to Krishna in the form of Gopala,
the Gopis' Darling, whose (complexion) is dark
as a freshly gathered raincloud, whose eyes are
as dark as the blue lotus flower ! His black wavy
hair is tied with a bunch of gleaming peacock
feathers, and He is adorned with a garland of
forest flowers mingled with kadamba1 blossoms.
His curly hair dances about on His rounded
cheeks, a splendid necklace of great pearls
graces His bosom, like a golden bracelet the
edge of His crown brightens up His form as
His raiment sways to and fro, shaken by the
gentle breeze. (4:6:1-4)

2. Through the Flute the dainty curve of
His lower lip emits sweet sounds, which again
and again captivate with their brightness the

1 Nauclea cadamba, known as * Parvati's Tree \ which grows to
about twenty feet high and gives a fine deep shade. Its leaves are
long and downy, its flowers trumpet-shaped, solitary and orange
in colour with white stamens, and blossom in May. Seated on this
tree one day. Krishna taught the Gopis how to surrender all to
Him (Bh. 10 : 22 : 7-23).